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A LITTLE HISTORY OF THE WORLD

More praise for A Little History of the World

‘I am going to buy ten copies of this book and give it to my ten favourite children… This is 
a book which teaches what it is to be civilized by its very tone, which is one of gentleness, 

curiosity and erudition.’
—A. N. Wilson, Times Literary Supplement

‘[Gombrich] excels in creating a sense of the continuities of history – the ways in which 
human nature has not budged over the millennia, and the smallness of the differences 

between people. A delight.’
—Robert Hanks, Daily Telegraph

‘Gombrich opens with the most magical definition of history I have ever
read . . . . Tolerance, reason and humanity . . . suffuse every page.’

—Amanda Vickery, The Guardian

‘retains an irresistible, boyish energy and enthusiasm . . . Here, in this
little book are answers to many of the questions you never dared to ask.’

—Margaret Drabble, New Statesman

‘An engrossing kaleidoscopic account of global history.’
—Tristram Hunt, BBC History Magazine

‘A bedtime treat to share with my two children and proof that brilliance and perspicacity 
needn’t be stuffy.

—Bettany Hughes, The Times

‘Thrilling, opinionated, with crashing judgments and the boring bits left out, A Little History 
of the World turns out not to be a story told by your grandfather, but by your impossibly cool 

big brother … A joyful book.’
—Irish Times



‘As an outline of how we have come to be where we are I doubt if it could be bettered. It 
certainly couldn’t be done more agreeably: a perfect birthday present for a child with an 

inquiring mind. I wish it had been available when I was young.’
—Allan Massie, Literary Review

‘The Little History grips the reader with its vivid accounts of ordinary people and of world-
shaking events. As in all of his extraordinary works, Gombrich illuminates the present day 

with his humane and fascinating insights into the past.’
—R A Magazine

‘The true fairy tale of the evolution of mankind.’
—Die Zeit

‘A thing of ripping yarns told at a rattling pace. Had I a dozen grandchildren (of any age) 
I’d order two dozen copies, one for the children, the other for their parents. Do not … 

underestimate this book.’
—Brian Sewell, The Evening Standard

‘An enduring joy … We have no shortage of historians eager to tell us what was important in 
the past and why; but few of them dare speak straight to the imagination of young people, 
to open their minds and to enrich their vision in the manner that Gombrich achieves so 

effortlessly here.’
—Peter Furtado, Times Higher Education Supplement

‘[Gombrich’s] humanism is a lesson for all.’
—Raymond Carr, The Spectator

‘A masterpiece of nonfiction writing for children. It is a wry and charming book, perfectly 
suited to the capacities of a 10-year-old, but also remarkably free of condescension. An adult 

can read it with pleasure. And, indeed, with instruction.’
—Scott McLemee, Newsday
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