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In memory of my father-in-law, Ray,
who patiently humored every good and bad idea

that crossed my mind over a steaming cup of coffee.
I’ll always treasure our talks up on that balcony.

You are loved. You are missed.









Part   
1 ArBate ho fatB





The   PrimPordal

I have a place where there has not grown enough flesh.
And I have a place where there has grown too much.
Let us join ourselves, my love, and be whole.

Twins, my love. See how they shine.
We shall call them Kōki-Tenshu and Yorukōki. The sun and the moon shall be 

theirs.

How this youngest child screams, my love. I have never seen such rage.
His name shall be Sukōru, and he shall rule the seas.

Twins, my love. See how brightly this one burns. Yet his sister’s presence soothes 
him.

He shall be called Kasei, and she, Suisei. Let her calm him when he loses control.

The child is large and healthy, my love.
I name him Kenkō. Let those who he blesses share in his good health.

How often these twins feed, my love. I have never seen such appetite.
Shungyō and Saishū-Sha, they shall be. The boons of field and fare are theirs to 

bestow.

More twins yet, my love. See how they spit and thrash and shriek.
I shall name them Fūsei and Ikasora. The wind and rain and lightning are theirs 

to tame.
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T he ache in Shura’s temples dareo h.t ano sharpH 

ber gl..o tinwleo ,ith anticipati.nF an itch she c.ulon’t scratchH 
fenwF eiwht hunoreo p.unos .k keline muscle ano sh.c-z,hite kurF sniyeo at 
the greeve as it grusheo at the pines o.ttinw the hillsioeH be let a wr.,l tric-le 
kr.m his thr.atH TheI ,ere cl.se t. their preIH 

Shura easeo her netzcann.n kr.m her gac- ano helo it at the reaoIF its 
kamiliar  ,eiwht an anch.r k.r her nerWesH  She hao spent halk  the niwht 
,.noerinw ik theI hao ta-en .n m.re than theI c.ulo hanoleF ik this ,as the 
niwht she’o wet s.meg.oI -illeoH jt ,.ulo alm.st ge a reliek ,hen the Jwht 
gewanH 

ber Jnwer settleo .n the triwwerF steaoIH The shruggerI gesioe the path 
rustleo as ik the c.untrIsioe ,as ,arninw them a,aIH “allace ”umpeo at the 
s.uno ano gumpeo int. qinH

—“atch ,here the kuc- I.u’re w.inwF5 her t,in gr.ther hisseoH  qin’s 
gr.aos,.ro wleameo oullI in the m..nliwhtF the glaoe a hanozgreath ,ioe 
ano JWe keet l.nwH far t.. heaWI a ,eap.n k.r m.st men t. ,ieloF gut the 
,ioth .k qin’s gac- ano the -n.tteo strenwth in his k.rearmsF thic-lI t,isteo 
li-e the m..rinw lines .k a shipF maoe such a keat l..- kriwhteninwlI easIH 

“allace s,all.,eo haroH —S.rrIH5 
Shura pitieo himH S.kt gr.,n eIes ,ioe ano alertF Jnwers sha-inw as theI 

kumgleo .Wer the arr.,s in his CuiWerH jt ,as unoerstanoagleH be ,as .nlI 
Jkteen ano haon’t geen huntinw oem.ns nearlI as l.nw as the rest .k themH 
StillF he hao his usesH

“allace JnallI manaweo t. n.c- an arr.,H —“hereA5
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—Shut upH5 qin incheo k.r,aroF eIes .n the geno aheaoH The path sna-eo 
get,een the hillsF ,inoinw gac- up.n itselk eWerI thirtI Iaros .r s.H 6lino 
sp.ts eWerI,hereF the perkect place k.r an amgushH “here chDnari ,ere 
c.ncerneoF an amgush ,as .kten katalH

fenw paooeo al.nw gesioe herF silent as sm.-e .n the ,inoH Shura scanneo 
the shao.,zs.a-eo lanoscapeF the hul-inw silh.uettes .k the hills  gesioe 
themF the pinpric- liwhts .k the Willawe in the WalleI gel.,H ber temples dareo 
awainF the itch in her gl..o spi-eo Wi.lentlIF ano then she sa, themH 

The chDnari came slitherinw .ut .k the shruggerIF t,. .n either sioeH 
bumanzsiveo serpents ,ith ,.men’s heaosF h.rrikIinw Wisawes .k wlitterinw 
wreen eIes ano p.is.nzc.ateo kanwsH T,. stunteo arms pr.truoeo kr.m their 
t.rs.sF kar str.nwer than theI appeareoF ano kr.m their tails spr.uteo a stinwer 
sharp en.uwh t. punch thr.uwh arm.rH

“allace ,heeleo .n the sp.t ano let dI gek.re he hao siwhteo pr.perlIH The 
arr., de, ,ioeH Shura wrimaceo ano leWeleo her net cann.nH She set her lewsF 
graceo k.r the -ic-F ano sCueeveo the triwwerH The glast set her ears rinwinw 
ano sent a sh.c- thr.uwh her wutF gut the ,eiwhteo net de, trueH 

The cl.sest chDnari c.llapseo t. the wr.uno ano r.lleo o.,n the hillsioeF 
d.ppinw maolI ,ith the net tanwleo ar.uno herH fenw leapt clear .Wer the 
dailinw oem.n ano gurieo the sec.no geneath his gul-H qin ,aoeo in am.nw 
the .ther t,. .n the .pp.site sioeF a gell., eruptinw kr.m his lunws that sent 
a chill o.,n Shura’s spineH 

—Sh..t herE5 Shura crieo t. “allaceF p.intinw at the trappeo chDnariH The 
.ther hao its tail kreeF p.iseo t. stri-e at fenw ,ith that lethal stinwerH Shura 
reacheo ,ithinF past the stagginw in her templesF the krenvieo itch in her 
gl..o ano the hammerinw .k her heartF ano let l..seH 

G oaIzgriwht ,aWe .k raoiance glasteo kr.m her g.oIF searinw thr.uwh the 
oar-nessH BnlI the oem.ns remaineo cl.a-eo in shao.,F charc.al silh.uettes 
that n. liwht c.ulo t.uchF n., rec.ilinw glinolIH Shura’s eIes stunw at the 
suooen wlareF gut she k.rceo them .penH qin cut .ne .k the chDnari nearlI in 
halkF shearinw thr.uwh arm.reo scaleF muscleF ano g.neF then l.st his ,eap.n 
as the oIinw oem.n thrasheo ag.ut ,ith the glaoe stuc- get,een her rigsH

fenw’s chDnari let l..se an aw.niveo shrie- as he t.re an arm l..se ,ith 
his teeth ano w.uweo at her kace ,ith a pa, the sive .k a cann.ngallH The 
stinwer came o.,n ano wraveo the tiwer’s dan- as he t,isteo asioe t. gite at 
the oem.n’s nec-H 

Shura ,hippeo a sinwlezsh.tF glac-zp.,oer pist.l kr.m the gac- .k her geltF 
.ne .k t,.F ano c.c-eo the hammerH The stinwer came up awainH G steaoI greath 
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.utF a sCueeve .k the triwwerF ano the chDnari’s tail spasmeo ,ilolI as the gall 

.k leao gle, a gl..oIF rawweo h.le thr.uwh her deshH
Uullinw the sec.no pist.l kr.m her geltF Shura leWeleo it ano pulleo the 

triwwerH The chDnari’s tail ,ent limpF then she t,itcheo her last as fenw rippeo 
a chun- .k sine, kr.m her nec-H fenw let .ut a ,hine ano stawwereo o.,n the 
hillsioe until he -eeleo .Wer .n the pathH bis dan- wlisteneo ,ith gl..oF a reo 
smear awainst the sn., .k his c.atH Shura wlanceo .Wer her sh.uloerF Jrst t. 
,here “allace hao emptieo halk his CuiWer int. the chDnari helo unoer the 
netF then .Wer t. qin .n the .ther sioe .k the pathH 

be hao cauwht h.lo .k the last oem.n’s tailF h.loinw the stinwer at gaI a k..t 
kr.m his kaceF his .ther hano ,rappeo ar.uno her thr.at ano a -nee planteo 
.n her t.rs.H ber t,. str.nwF spinolI arms prieo at qin’s ,ristF l..seninw his 
wrip .n her thr.atF ano then her heao sh.t k.r,aro t. gite o.,n .n qin’s JstH 

bis kace t,isteo in pain as a wuttural wr.an escapeo thr.uwh his teethH 
“allace pulleo an arr., kr.m his CuiWerF gut Shura unsheatheo the -atana .n 
her hip ano sprinteo t. her gr.ther’s aioF sh.utinw k.r “allace n.t t. sh..tH 

—Glriwht thenA5 qin sh.Weo his Jst o.,n the oem.n…s thr.atH ber eIes 
gulweo as her m.uth ,as k.rceo ,ioer gI the mass .k his k.rearmH She clampeo 
o.,n haroerF tracinw gl..oI strea-s up his deshH qin Ian-eo .n her tail ano 
pulleo her taut li-e a g.,strinw as he k.rceo his arm kurther o.,n her wulletF 
,.r-inw awainst the c.mgineo ey.rt .k her .,n t,. armsH bis Weins st..o 
.ut li-e c.rosF his k.reheao slic- ,ith s,eatF kace a p.rtrait .k anwuishH

Shura raiseo her glaoeH —b.lo stillE5
She slasheo o.,n kr.m .WerheaoF a perkect stri-eH The -eenzeoweo metal 

sliceo thr.uwh the chDnari…s upper arm ano sent a wlut .k gl..o surwinw kr.m 
the stumpH She shrie-eo ano thrasheoF liWio ,ith painH qin struwwleo t. his keet 
ano st.mpeo .n her tailH 

7O.me .nF5 he wr.,leo as he prieo a,aI insioe her thr.atH Shura piW.teo 
t. the chDnari’s tail stretcheo tiwht get,een qin…s k..t ano JstF ano hac-eo 
a,aI until the stinwer oetacheo in an.ther sheet .k gl..oH

Shura turneo t.,aro the oem.n’s heaoF gut there ,as n. neeoH qin Ian-eo 
Wici.uslI at her insioes as she struwwleo in WainF ch.-inw .n his armH qin 
punctuateo each tuw ,ith a wrunteo curseF oar- eIes manic ,ith hatekul 
intentH 

—?wlIMkuc-inwM,h.reE5 The s.uno .k rippinw tissue reacheo Shura’s earsF 
sic- ano ,et ano deshIF then his arm gurst kreeF a trail .k Wiscera oanwlinw kr.m 
his JstH The chDnari waspeo .ut a oeath rattle ano c.llapseo t. the gl..ozslic- 
wrassH 
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qin oiscaroeo the mess ano t..- st.c- .k his ,.unosH The ”awweo cuts ,ent up 
t. his elg.,F oeep ano oar- ,ith ,ellinw gl..oH The ,hite .k g.ne sh.ne oullI 
,here his hano hao geen rippeo .penH 7fuc-F7 he muttereo unoer his greathH

Shura wlanceo gac- at fenw .n the pathF greathinw lag.ri.uslIH “allace -nelt 
gesioe the tiwerF .ne hano .n his heaWinw dan-H 7js he w.inw t. oieō7 he as-eoH

She oio her gest t. stem the wuilt ,ellinw in her wutF .nlI partiallI succeeoinwH 
fenw hao neWer kaileo t. pr.tect herH She sh.ulo haWe ora,n Cuic-erF sh.t Cuic-erH 
Gll she c.ulo o. n., ,as trI t. saWe her krienoH 

78aIge n.tAshe .nlI wraveo himH 6ut he’ll neeo s.me helpH5
7A.u plan .n carrIinw him gac- t. t.,nō7 qin kell gac- awainst the hillsioeF 

clutchinw his armH bis ruwweo keaturesF as ik carWeo kr.m a gl.c- .k ir.nF hao w.ne 
pale ano s,eatIH be ,as in k.r a r.uwh niwhtF gut he ,.ulo liWeH “hether it ,as 
oue t. their Shi-B-en lineawe .r s.me remar-agle innate k.rtituoeF qin hao al,aIs 
pr.Weo Cuite oiCcult t. -illH

Shura iwn.reo himH “hen it came t. -illinwF qin ,as peerlessF gut he ,asn’t 
much w..o k.r anIthinw elseH —“allaceF leaWe I.ur pac- ano w.H Tell them ,hat 
happeneoH5

“ith little m.re than a partinw n.oF “allace shuc-eo his pac- t. the wr.uno 
ano t.re .y int. the niwht .n l.nwF lan-I lewsH The s.uno .k his g..ts awainst the 
oirt kaoeoF kaoeoF leaWinw her ano her heaoacheF qin ano fenwF the cric-ets ano the 
cr.,sF ano the mess .k oar-zreo oem.n gl..o smeareo acr.ss the wentlIz,aWinw 
wrassH
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