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To my long-suffering editor,
Caroline Oakley
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The world is full of missing persons, and their numbers 
increase all the time. The space they occupy lies somewhere 
between what we know about the ways of being alive and 
what we hear about the ways of being dead. They wander 
there, unaccompanied and unknowable, like shadows of 
people.   Andrew O’Hagan, The Missing

Once I caught a train to Cardenden by mistake . . . When 
we reached Cardenden we got off and waited for the next 
train back to Edinburgh. I was very tired and if Cardenden 
had looked more promising, I think I would have simply 
stayed there. And if you’ve ever been to Cardenden you’ll 
know how bad things must have been.
� Kate Atkinson, Behind the Scenes at the Museum
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