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MOVELS
Mot a Penny More, Not a Penny Less
Shall We Tell the President?
Kane & Abel
The Prodigal Daughter
First .|’|.rn||r|;_' E'_I.II.I.'I.['-
A Matver aof l"lllnnl.lr
As the Croow Flies
Honour Among Thieves
The Fourth Extate
The Eleventh Commandment
sons of Fortune
False Impression

A Quiver Full of Arrows
A Twist in the Tale
Twelve Red Herrings
The Collected Short Stories
To Cut a Long Story Short

PLAYS
Bevond Heasonable Doubt
Exclusive
The Accused
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Volume Two — Wayland: Purgatory

Volume Three - North Sea Camp
Heaven

."..1.|.“ur':, Walking off the Map
False Impression
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The Begl mifng

r Justice GI‘EI},-’ StETEd down at the two defend-

ants in the dock. Chris and Sue Haskins had pleaded guilty

1o the theft of £250,000, being the property of the Fost
Office, and to falsifying four passports

Mr and Mrs Haskins looked about the same age, which was hardly
surprising as they had been at school together some forty years
hefore. You could have passed them in the street without giving
cither of them a second look. Chris was about five foot nine, his dark
wavy hair turning grey, and he was at least a stone overweight. He
stood upright in the dock, and although his suit was well worn, his
<hirt was clean and his striped tie suggested that he was a member of
+ club. His black shoes looked as if they had been spit-and-polished
every morning. His wife Sue stood by his side. Her neat floral dress
and sensible shoes hinted at an organized and tidy woman, hut then
they were both wearing the clothes that they would normally have
worn to church. After all, they considered the law to be nothing less
than an extension of the Almighty.

Mr Justice Gray tumned his attention to Mr and Mrs Haskins's
barrister, a young man who had been selected on the grounds of cost,
rather than experience u .

‘No doubt you wish to suggest there are mitigating circumstances
in this case, Mr Rodgers,” prompted the judge helpfully.
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Yes. m'lord, admitted the newly qualiied barrister as he rose
from his place. He would like to have told his lordship that this was
only his second case, but he felt his lordship would be unlikely to
consider that a mitigating circumstance.

Mr Justice Gray settled back as he prepared to listen to how
poor Mr Haskins had been thrashed by a ruthless stepfather, night
after night, and Mrs Haskins had been raped by an evil uncle at an
impressionable age, but no; Mr Rodgers assured the court that the
Haskins came from happy, well-halanced backgrounds and had in
fact been at school together. Their only child, Tracey, a graduate of
Bristol University, was now working as an estate agent in Ashford,
A mode! family.

Mr Rodgers glanced down at his brief before going on to explain
how the Haskins had ended up in the dock that morming: Mr Justice
F"“’ became more and more intrigued by their tale, and by the
l.!.mr the barrister had resumed his place the judge felt he necded a
:']:ﬂ"' n:"n'"" time to consider the length of the sentence. He ordered

€ two defendants 10 appear before him the following Monday

3t ten o'clock in the forenoon, by which time he would have come
to 8 decision,

Mr Rodgers rose a second time.

You w :
Vi RL::;'nu doubt hoping that | would grant your clients bail,

the surprised enquired the judge, raising an eyebrow, and before
‘Granted young barrister could respond Mr Justice Gray said,

Jasper Gray told his wife about
u::n lunch on Sunday, Lang befg
0 Elmh. Vanesa Gray had offere

the plight of Mr and Mrs Haskins
re the judge had devoured his rack

d her opinion,

ence th
e g Lo mi: bmh 19 an hour of COMMUMtY service, and then
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investment in full? she declared, revealing a common. sense not
always bestowed on the male of the species. To duhlmjuiﬁl:r,thg N
judge agreed with his spouse, although he told her that he would % =
never get away with it e
"Why not?" she asked.
‘Because of the four passports.

Mr Justice Gray was not surprised to find Mrmlilhﬁ!
ing dutifully in the dock at Lmu'dnckthﬁﬁﬂwhj morming AL
all, they were not criminals,
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