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6KRUWO\�EHIRUH�KLV�GHDWK� LQ�������0LFNH\�6SLOODQH� WROG�KLV�ZLIH�
-DQH��´:KHQ�,·P�JRQH��WKHUH·V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�D�WUHDVXUH�KXQW�DURXQG�
KHUH��7DNH�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�ÀQG�DQG�JLYH� LW� WR�0D[³KH·OO� NQRZ�
ZKDW�WR�GR�µ
+DOI �D�GR]HQ�VXEVWDQWLDO�0LNH�+DPPHU�PDQXVFULSWV�ZHUH�IRXQG�

LQ�WKH�´WUHDVXUH�KXQW�µ�RIWHQ�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�SORW�QRWHV��URXJK�
RXWOLQHV� DQG� HYHQ�GUDIWV� RI �ÀQDO� FKDSWHUV��7KHVH� ORVW�+DPPHU�
QRYHOV� VSDQQHG�0LFNH\·V� FDUHHU�� IURP� WKH� ODWH� ·��V� WKURXJK� WKH�
PLG�·��V�DQG�RQ�XS�WR�The Goliath Bone��ZKLFK�KH�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�
DW�WKH�WLPH�RI �KLV�SDVVLQJ�
0LFNH\�FRQFHLYHG King of  the Weeds�DV�WKH�ÀQDO�0LNH�+DPPHU��

and a sequel to Black Alley (1996), the last Hammer published 
GXULQJ�KLV�OLIHWLPH��+H�VHW�LW�DVLGH�DIWHU������WR�UHVSRQG�WR�WKDW�
DWWDFN� LQ� The Goliath Bone� �������� 7KH� WLPH� IUDPH� KHUH� LV� WKH�
ODWH� ·��V��ZLWK�0LNH� LQ�KLV�PLG�VL[WLHV��UHDOLVWLFDOO\��KH�VKRXOG�EH�
around ten years older, but readers will just have to live with 
WKDW³0LFNH\�GLG�
,W�KDV�EHHQ�P\�JUHDW�KRQRU�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKHVH�VL[�VXEVWDQWLDO�

0LNH�+DPPHU�PDQXVFULSWV��DQG�P\�ORYH�DQG�WKDQNV�JR�WR�ERWK�



0LFNH\�DQG�-DQH�6SLOODQH��$�IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�Black Alley��LQFLGHQWDOO\��
LV�QRW�D�UHTXLUHPHQW�KHUH�

0�$�&�
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:KHQ�\RX�VXGGHQO\�UHDOL]H�\RX·UH�DERXW�WR�EH�NLOOHG��DOO�\RXU�PLQG�
GRHV�LV�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�\RX�ZHUH�GXPE��<RX�KDG�WKH�H[SHULHQFH��\RX�
KDG�WKH�SK\VLFDO�DELOLWLHV��\RX�KDG�WKH�DQLPDO�LQVWLQFWV�
%XW�\RX�ZHUH�GXPE�
Maybe you had played the game too long. Maybe that last round of  injuries 

had left a deeper wound than you thought.
7KH�OLWWOH�PDQ�LQ�WKH�WDLORUHG�QDY\�EOXH�VXLW��D�UDLQFRDW�GUDSHG�

RYHU�KLV� ULJKW� DUP��ZDV�ZDLWLQJ�RQ�P\�ÁRRU�ZKHQ� WKH� HOHYDWRU�
RSHQHG�DQG�,�VWHSSHG�RXW��+H�QHYHU� UDLVHG�KLV�KHDG� WR� ORRN�DW�
PH��WKH�EULP�RI �KLV�SDOH�EOXH�KDW�HYHQ�ZLWK�P\�QRVH��+H�VPHOOHG�
IDLQWO\�RI �WRR�VWURQJ�DIWHUVKDYH��,�WKRXJKW�QRWKLQJ�RI �LW��EXW�GLG�
ZRQGHU�ZK\�WKDW�UDLQFRDW�ZDV�GU\�RQ�D�UDLQ\�PRUQLQJ�OLNH�WKLV�
6R�,�JRW�RII �DQG�EHJDQ�WR�ZDON�DZD\��NQRZLQJ³MXVW�D�VWXSLG�

IUDFWLRQ�RI �D�VHFRQG�ODWHU�WKDQ�,�VKRXOG�KDYH³WKDW�KH�ZDV�D�NLOOHU�
and I was the target, and I jerked my head around to see the 
IDFH�RI �WKH�EDVWDUG�ZKR�ZRXOG�WDNH�PH�GRZQ��+H�ZDV�MXVW�LQVLGH�
the elevator, his foot holding the door open while he aimed the 
VLOHQFHG�JXQ�DW�PH�IURP�VL[�IHHW�DZD\��WKH�ZHDSRQ�HPHUJLQJ�IRU�
D�JRRG�ORRN�DW�PH�IURP�XQGHU�WKDW�GUDSHG�UDLQFRDW��DQG�ERWK�RI �
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XV�NQHZ�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�KRSH�IRU�PH�DW�DOO��EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�VL[�WKLUW\�
LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�DQG�QR�RQH�EXW�PH�ZRXOG�EH�RQ�WKH�HLJKWK�ÁRRU�
WKLV�HDUO\�
5HÁH[�DFWLRQ�ZRUNHG�EHIRUH�WKRXJKW��DQG�ZKLOH�KH�ÀUHG�,�ZDV�

GURSSLQJ� DQG� WXUQLQJ�� FODZLQJ� IRU� D� JXQ� WKDW�ZDVQ·W� WKHUH� DQ\�
PRUH��EXW�P\�PRYHPHQW�GLGQ·W�VSRLO�KLV�DLP��%RWK�VKRWV�SRXQGHG�
LQWR�P\�FKHVW�ULJKW�DW�WKH�KHDUW�UHJLRQ�DQG�,�KLW�WKH�FDUSHW�ZLWK�P\�
breath hissing through my teeth as the killer got on the elevator, 
KLV�EDFN�WR�PH��DQG�WKH�GRRU�snicked VKXW�

I fought to get air into my lungs, but the double stunning blow 
was like a paralyzing hand trying to squeeze the life right out 
RI �PH��,�OHW�P\�WRUVR�WZLVW�D�OLWWOH�DQG�WKH�PRWLRQ�DOORZHG�RWKHU�
PXVFOHV� WR� WDNH� RYHU� DQG� ,� ZDV� DEOH� WR� EUHDWKH�� EDUHO\�� ,Q� WHQ�
VHFRQGV�,� WULHG�DJDLQ�DQG�VXFNHG�GRZQ�D�ELW�PRUH�DLU��5XVKLQJ�
WKLQJV�ZRXOGQ·W�KHOS��1RERG\�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�VHH�PH�OXPSHG�GRZQ�
RQ�WKH�QHZ�FDUSHW��7KLUW\�\HDUV�DJR��KHOO�WZHQW\��,·G�KDYH�UHDOL]HG�
KLV�EXOOHWV�KDGQ·W�NLOOHG�PH�DQG�VXFNHG�XS�WKH�SDLQ�DQG�KHDGHG�IRU�
WKH�VWDLUV�WR�FKDVH�KLP�GRZQ��P\�����LQ�P\�ÀVW�
:KDW�,�GLG�WRGD\�ZDV�VWD\�ÁRRUHG�D�JRRG�WHQ�PLQXWHV�XQWLO�,�

was breathing almost normally, then somehow got my feet under 
PH�DQG�VWRRG�XQVWHDGLO\�XS�
7KHUH�ZHUH�WZR�FLJDUHWWH�EXUQ�KROHV�LQ�P\�GDPS�WUHQFKFRDW�DV�,�

VWXPEOHG�WR�P\�RIÀFH�DQG�RSHQHG�WKH�GRRU�WKDW�UHDG�0,&+$(/�
+$00(5� ,19(67,*$7,216�� 2QO\� ZKHQ� ,� KDG� ORFNHG� LW�
EHKLQG�PH�GLG�,�UHDFK�LQVLGH�WKH�ÁDS�RI �P\�FRDW�DQG�\DQN�RXW�WKH�
SDSHUEDFN�GLFWLRQDU\�P\�VHFUHWDU\�9HOGD�KDG�DVNHG�PH�WR�SLFN�XS�
IRU�KHU�DW�&ROLVHXP�%RRNV��,�KDG�VWXFN�LW�LQ�P\�LQVLGH�FRDW�SRFNHW�
RQ�WKH�HOHYDWRU�ZKHQ�,·G�UHDFKHG�LQ�P\�SDQWV�IRU�P\�NH\V��7ZR�
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WZHQW\�WZR�FDOLEHU�KROHV�ZHUH�SXQFKHG�LQWR�WKH�YROXPH�DQG�QHYHU�
ZKROO\�SHQHWUDWHG�WKH�WZR�DQG�D�KDOI �LQFKHV�RI �SDSHU�
0LVWHU�:HEVWHU�KDG�VDYHG�P\�OLIH��DQG�DV�,�VWXPEOHG�WR�D�FKDLU��

GURSSLQJ�P\�WUHQFKFRDW�DQG�VXLWFRDW�DQG�XQEXWWRQLQJ�P\�VKLUW�
FOXPVLO\��,�WKDQNHG�ZKDWHYHU�NLVPHW�KDG�PDGH�9HOGD�GLVVDWLVÀHG�
ZLWK�KHU�ZRUG�SURFHVVRU·V�GLFWLRQDU\�RQ�WKH�QHZ�FRPSXWHU�WKDW�
UHSODFHG�KHU�ROG�W\SHZULWHU��6WLOO�� WKHUH�ZDV�RQH�KHOO�RI �D�EODFN�
DQG�EOXH�EORVVRP�EORRPLQJ�RQ�P\�FKHVW�
6RRQ�,�KHDUG�9HOGD·V�NH\�LQ�WKH�ORFN��DQG�ZKHQ�VKH�FORVHG�WKH�

door and turned, her body snapped into momentary rigidity, her 
H\HV�ZLGH�ZLWK�WKH�VKRFN�RI �VHHLQJ�PH�VLWWLQJ�ZKHUH�,�VKRXOGQ·W�
EH��WXUQHG�WRZDUG�KHU�LQ�WKH�YLVLWRU·V�FKDLU�DW�KHU�GHVN��P\�VKLUW�
ZLGH�RSHQ��WKH�EUXLVH�RQ�P\�FKHVW�OLNH�D�EXOO·V�H\H�LQ�D�WDUJHW�
%XW� WKHUH� ZHUH� QR� PHORGUDPDWLFV�� 1R� ZLGH� H\HV�� QR� JLUOLVK�

VFUHDP��7KLV�ZDV�D�ZRPDQ��D�EHDXWLIXO�ZRPDQ�ZKR�FRXOG�PDNH�
PHQ�GHFDGHV�KHU�MXQLRU�VWRS�DQG�VWDUH��$�ZRPDQ�ZKR�ZDV�D�SDUWQHU�
LQ�WKLV�EXVLQHVV��ZLWK�KHU�RZQ�3�,��WLFNHW�DQG�D�����DXWRPDWLF�WKDW�
KDG�SXQFKHG�RWKHU�SHRSOH·V�WLFNHWV��ZKHQ�QHHG�EH�
6KH�WRVVHG�KHU�DWWDFKp�FDVH�RQ�KHU�GHVN�OLNH�D�ERUHG�SRVWPDQ�

GHOLYHULQJ�WKH�PDLO�DQG�ZDV�RXW�RI �KHU�SRQFKR�LQ�DQRWKHU�VHFRQG��
VWDQGLQJ�WKHUH�LQ�IURQW�RI �PH³VWDWXHVTXH��UDYHQ�KDLUHG��ZLWK�D�
VKRXOGHU�EUXVKLQJ�SDJH�ER\� WKDW� WKXPEHG� LWV�QRVH� DW� FKDQJLQJ�
fashion, and a body that made a silk beige blouse and brown 
NQHH�OHQJWK�VNLUW�VHHP�SURYRFDWLYH�
2Q�WKH�IRXUWK�ÀQJHU�RI �KHU�OHIW�KDQG�ZDV�D�WZR�FDUDW�HPHUDOG�

FXW� GLDPRQG� VHW� LQ� JROG�� :H·G� EHHQ� XQRIÀFLDOO\� HQJDJHG� IRU�
GHFDGHV��2IÀFLDOO\�VR�IRU�DERXW�D�\HDU��OLNH�WKH�ULQJ�VDLG�
+HU�H\HV� WRRN�PH� LQ³VKH�NQHZ�VRPHWKLQJ�ZDV�DV�ZURQJ�DV�
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LW� FRXOG� EH�� EXW� WKHUH� ZDV� QR� EORRG� VKRZLQJ� DQ\ZKHUH�� ,� ZDV�
EUHDWKLQJ�UHJXODUO\�DQG�GLGQ·W�VHHP�WR�EH�LQ�VHYHUH�SDLQ�
+HU�YRLFH�ZDV�ORZ�DQG�WKURDW\��KHU�WRQH�EXVLQHVV�OLNH��EXW�WKH�

FRQFHUQ�ZDV�XQGHU�WKHUH��´6R�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�WKLV�WLPH��0LNH"µ
´,�JRW�VKRW��7ZLFH�µ�,�QRGGHG�GRZQ�DW�WKH�GLVFRORUDWLRQ�RQ�P\�

FKHVW�
Her eyes followed mine, tightening to see if  an entry wound 

ZDV�KLGLQJ�LQ�DOO�WKDW�SXUSOH��EXW�QRW�ÀQGLQJ�RQH��´,�GRQ·W�VHH�DQ\�
QHZ�KROHV�µ
,�VKRRN�P\�KHDG��´1R��1R�QHZ�KROHV��%XW�LW�KXUW�OLNH�D�VRQ�RI �

D�ELWFK��/LNH�0LNH�7\VRQ�ODLG�D�FRXSOH�RQ�PH�µ
´6R�GLG�\RX�ERUURZ�WKDW�IDQF\�OLJKWZHLJKW�ERG\�DUPRU�DJDLQ"µ�

VKH�DVNHG��ORRPLQJ�RYHU�PH�
´1R��<RX�ZHUH�WKHUH�WR�VDYH�PH��NLWWHQ�µ
6KH�EOLQNHG��´5HPLQG�PH�µ
´,�ZDV�ZHDULQJ�WKDW�GLFWLRQDU\�\RX�KDG�PH�SLFN�XS�µ�,�SRLQWHG�

WR�KHU�GHVNWRS�QHDUE\�
7KHQ�VKH�VPLOHG��QRGGLQJ��JHWWLQJ�LW��6KH�SLFNHG�WKH�ERRN�XS��

RSHQHG�LW�XQWLO�VKH�FRXOG�VHH�WKH�WDLO�RI �ERWK�����VOXJV��WKHQ�IHOW�
WKH�SDLU�RI �EXOJHV�ZKHUH�WKH�QRVHV�KDG�FRPH�WR�UHVW��6KH�IROGHG�
GRZQ�WKH�EDFN�FRYHU�DQG�WKXPEHG�VRPH�SDJHV�DZD\�
´7KH\�VWRSSHG�DW�SDJH�VL[�QLQHWHHQ�µ�VKH�VDLG��´,I �\RX�SOD\�WKH�

QXPEHUV�WRGD\��PDNH�LW�WKDW�RQH�µ
,�KDG�WR�JULQ�DW�KHU��VXFK�D�FRRO�FRRNLH��EXW�,�ZRQGHUHG�KRZ�

VKH�ZRXOG�KDYH�UHDFWHG�LI �VKH�KDG�WULSSHG�RYHU�P\�ERG\�FRPLQJ�
RXW�WKH�HOHYDWRU�
7KH�FORFN�RQ�WKH�IDU�ZDOO�VDLG�LW�ZDV�ÀYH�PLQXWHV�WR�VHYHQ�DQG�

LW�ZRXOGQ·W�EH�ORQJ�EHIRUH�WKH�SKRWRJUDSKHUV�IURP�WKH�PDJD]LQH�
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RXWÀW�GRZQ�WKH�KDOO�ZRXOG�EH�FRPLQJ�LQ�
6R�,�VDLG�WR�9HOGD��´*R�RXW�E\�WKH�HOHYDWRU�DQG�VHH�LI �\RX�FDQ�

ÀQG�DQ\�VKHOO�FDVLQJV��5LQJ�WKH�HOHYDWRU�XS�DQG�ORRN�LQ�WKHUH�WRR�µ
6KH�GLGQ·W�DVN�TXHVWLRQV��7KH�JDPH�ZDV�RQ�QRZ��7KH�ÀUVW�PRYH�

KDG�EHHQ�PDGH��D�VXGGHQ��GHFLVLYH�DQG�H[SORVLYH�PRYH�WKDW�ZDV�
VXSSRVHG�WR�WDNH�RXW�D�PDMRU�SOD\HU��DQG�LW�KDGQ·W�ZRUNHG�

But what game were we playing?
9HOGD� FDPH� EDFN� LQ� WKUHH�PLQXWHV�� VKDNLQJ� KHU� KHDG�� KDQGV�

HPSW\�� ´1RWKLQJ��1R�EUDVV�RQ� WKH�ÁRRU� DW� DOO� DQG� WKH� HOHYDWRU�
ZDV�FOHDQ�µ
´:KDW�,�H[SHFWHG��+H�VWRRG�MXVW�LQVLGH�WKH�HOHYDWRU��WKH�URG�LQ�KLV�

ULJKW�KDQG��DQG�LW�HMHFWHG�WR�WKH�ULJKW��7KH�FDVLQJV�ZRXOG�KDYH�ODQGHG�
RQ�WKH�ÁRRU�LQ�WKHUH��DQG�KH�UHWULHYHG�WKHP�RQ�WKH�ULGH�GRZQ�µ
´([SHFWLQJ�\RX·G�EH�GHDG�E\�WKHQ�µ
´2K�\HDK��+H�ZDV�D�UHDO�SUR��DOO�ULJKW��+H�QDLOHG�PH�ZLWK�WZR�

VKRWV�DQ�LQFK�DSDUW�ZKLOH�,�ZDV�IDOOLQJ�DQG�WZLVWLQJ�DQG�LI �,�KDGQ·W�
KDG�\RXU�OLWWOH�ERRN�XQGHU�P\�FRDW��WKRVH�VOXJV�ZRXOG�KDYH�WRUQ�
P\�KHDUW�DSDUW�ZRUVH�WKDQ�DQ\�ZRPDQ�HYHU�GLG�µ
9HOGD�LJQRUHG�WKDW��EXW�KHU�WRQJXH�PDGH�D�QHUYRXV�SDVV�DFURVV�

KHU�OLSV�DQG�D�VPDOO�VKXGGHU�WRXFKHG�KHU�VKRXOGHUV��7KHQ�KHU�H\HV�
QDUURZHG�LQ�WKRXJKW��´<RXU�EDFN�ZDV�WR�KLP��ZDVQ·W�LW"µ
,�QRGGHG�
6KH�VWDWHG��´3UR�NLOOHUV�ZKR�XVH�D�����JR�IRU�KHDG�VKRWV�µ
´*HQHUDOO\�µ
$́QG�\RX�FRXOGQ·W�KDYH�EHHQ�PRUH�WKDQ�WKUHH�IHHW�DZD\�µ
,�VKUXJJHG�DQG�LW�KXUW�VRPH��´0RUH�OLNH�VL[��,�FDPH�RXW�RI �WKH�

HOHYDWRU�WRR�IDVW��+H�KDG�WR�PRYH�EDFN�D�VWHS�DQG�UH�SRVLWLRQ��+H�
was moving when I realized what was going down and started to 
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WXUQ��0\�KHDUW�DUHD�ZDV�D�VHFRQGDU\�WDUJHW��DQG�D�EHWWHU�RQH��DQG�
KH�GLGQ·W�PLVV��+H�VDZ�PH�KLW�WKH�GHFN��6RPH�SODFH�KH·V�OLFNLQJ�KLV�
OLSV�DQG�FRXQWLQJ�KLV�PRQH\�µ
´1RW�LI �KH·V�WKH�SUR�\RX�WKLQN�KH�ZDV�µ
´<HDK"µ
´0LNH�� WKLQN� LW� WKURXJK��+H·G�ZDQW�GHÀQLWH�FRQÀUPDWLRQ��6R�

ZRXOG�KLV�FRQWUDFWRU�µ
´6R�\RX�ÀJXUH«�ZKHQ�KH�ÀQGV�RXW�KH�PLVVHG«�KH�PD\�WU\�

DJDLQ�µ
´+H·V�going�WR�WU\�DJDLQ�µ
,�JULQQHG�DW�KHU��´6WLOO�VXUH�\RX·UH�XS�IRU�PDUU\LQJ�PH"µ
6KH�WRRN�D�GHHS�EUHDWK�DQG�SLFNHG�XS�P\�WUHQFKFRDW�ZKHUH�,�

GXPSHG�LW�RQ�WKH�ÁRRU�QHDUE\��+HU�ÀQJHUV�IRXQG�WKH�WZLQ�KROHV�
EXW�ZHUH�WRR�ELJ�WR�JR�LQ�WKHP�
´,�JXHVV�VR�µ�VKH�VDLG��JRLQJ�RYHU�WR�KDQJ�XS�WKH�FRDW��´EXW�LW�

ZRXOG�EH�QLFH�LI �\RXU�KREE\�ZDVQ·W�JHWWLQJ�VKRW�µ
´,·P�ZHDQLQJ�P\VHOI �RII �WKDW��GROO�µ
%XW�MXVW�KHU�VSHDNLQJ�RI �LW�EURXJKW�RQ�WKH�ELJ�DFKH�
On that cold, cold night, I had come to the piers under West Side Drive 

to warn Don Lorenzo Ponti that a hit was going down, courtesy of  a rival 
family. I had no great love for the man, in fact had caused him some trouble 
earlier but thought I might catch the blame if  I didn’t give him a heads up.

When I pulled in behind the black limo, I saw no sign at all of  an 
ambush. He stepped off  that old cargo ship he’d sneaked home on, and I was 
JHWWLQJ�RXW�RI �P\�FDU�DV�WKH�ÀUVW�VKRWV�UDQJ�RXW��DQG�WKHQ�WKH\�FDPH�UXVKLQJ�
out of  the woodwork, with military precision, the Gaetano soldiers, guns and 
breath smoking in the chill. I’d been too late to do my good deed, and with 
EXOOHWV�Á\LQJ�LQ�D�ZDU�,�ZDQWHG�QR�SDUW�RI��,�PDGH�LW�EDFN�IRU�P\�FDU«
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«EXW�WKH�GRQ·V�FUD]\�NLG�$]L�VDZ�PH��UHDG�PH�DV�D�KRVWLOH��DQG�FDPH�DW�
PH�KHDG�RQ��KLV������EHOFKLQJ�ÀUH�DQG�PHWDO�DQG�FDWFKLQJ�PH�WZLFH�LQ�WKH�OHIW�
side. I went down on my back and half-rolled and then he was on top of  me, 
that big barrel pointing down at my face, but he took a moment to savor the 
WKRXJKW�RI �VSODWWHULQJ�PH�WR�KHOO��DQG�P\�ÀVW�ZLWK�WKH�����VZXQJ�XS�DQG�RQH�
fat ball-and-cap slug took the top of  his head off  and ended a nothing life.

So that made me the big winner, only Azi’s two bullets had churned 
into me like torpedoes intent on taking down a sub and then my guts were 
YRPLWLQJ�EORRG�WKURXJK�WZR�QHZ�RULÀFHV«
0\�KDQG�UDQ�GRZQ�ZKHUH�,�KDG�EHHQ�KLW�ODVW�\HDU��,W�ZDV�KHDOHG�

QRZ��EXW�,·G�DOZD\V�NQRZ�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�UDLQ��,�VWLOO�FRXOGQ·W�
TXLWH�WDNH�WKH�ZHLJKW�RI �P\�����VQXJJHG�GRZQ�XQGHU�P\�DUP�RQ�
that side and had gotten so used to it not being there that I rarely 
FDUULHG�LW�DQ\�PRUH��1R�QHHG��ULJKW"

Right?
´0LNH«�0LNH��,�ORVW�\RX�WKHUH�IRU�D�PRPHQW�µ
´,·P�KHUH��NLWWHQ�µ
´:KR�ZDV�LW"�:KR�GLG�WKLV�WR�\RX"µ
,�GHVFULEHG�WKH�NLOOHU�DV�EHVW�,�FRXOG��EXW�LW�ZDV�SUHWW\�VNHWFK\��

PRVWO\�MXVW�WKH�QDWW\�EOXH�VXLW�DQG�KDW�DQG�WKH�VOLJKWQHVV�RI �KLP��
,�KDGQ·W�H[SHFWHG�WKH�DWWDFN��DQG�KLV�IDFH�KDG�EHHQ�REVFXUHG�E\�
KLV�KDW�EULP�

“And I saw very damn little when the slugs were pounding into 
PH�µ�,�VDLG�
´<RX·UH�JRLQJ�VRIW�RQ�PH�µ
´2QH�WKLQJ³KH�VPHOOHG�RI �DIWHUVKDYH�µ
´:KDW�NLQG"µ
´%HDWV�PH��,·P�VWULFWO\�DQ�2OG�6SLFH�JX\��0D\EH�VRPHWKLQJ�IRUHLJQ��
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%XW�,·OO�NQRZ�LW�DJDLQ�LI �,�VPHOO�LW�µ�,�WDSSHG�P\�QRVH��´,�GLGQ·W�PDNH�
LW�LQ�WKLV�EXVLQHVV�VR�ORQJ�QRW�KDYLQJ�D�JRRG�RQH�RI �WKHVH�µ
6KH�ZDV�IURZQLQJ�LQ�WKRXJKW³WKDW�WULFN�RI �KHUV�WKDW�PDQDJHG�LW�

ZLWKRXW�ZULQNOLQJ�PXFK�RI �DQ\WKLQJ��´+H�ZDV�KHUH�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�\RX�µ
´5LJKW�µ
´:HOO��KRZ·G�\RXU�QHZ�IULHQG�NQRZ�\RX·G�EH�KHUH�WKLV�HDUO\"µ
´7KDW·V�QR�VHFUHW��,·P�DOZD\V�KHUH�HDUO\�µ
´%XW�LW·V�QRW�VWDQGDUG�EXVLQHVV�KRXUV�IRU�WKLV�RU�DQ\�EXLOGLQJ�µ�

VKH�UHPLQGHG�PH�� $́QG�RXU�DQVZHU�PDFKLQH�JLYHV�RIÀFH�KRXUV�DV�
VWDUWLQJ�DW�QLQH�µ

We liked having some time to deal with paperwork and ongoing 
FDVHZRUN�EHIRUH�VHHLQJ�DQ\�SD\LQJ�FXVWRPHUV�
´6R�KH·V�EHHQ�ZDWFKLQJ�XV�µ�,�VDLG�
´+LP�RU�VRPHERG\�KH�ZRUNV�ZLWK��RU�IRU�µ�VKH�VDLG��´:KLFK�,�

GRQ·W�ORYH�µ
´,�GRQ·W�ORYH�LW�HLWKHU��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�ZH·YH�EHHQ�XQGHU�VRPHERG\·V�

JD]H�DQG�QHLWKHU�RQH�RI �XV�SLFNHG�XS�RQ�LW�µ
6KH�QRGGHG��KHU�GDUN�H\HV�KDUG��´8V�RU�DQ\�RI � WKH�+DFNDUG�

%XLOGLQJ�OREE\�VWDIIHUV��7KH\�NQRZ�E\�QRZ�WKH�NLQG�RI �DWWHQWLRQ�
0LNH�+DPPHU�FDQ�DWWUDFW�µ
´:HOO��,�GRQ·W�DWWUDFW�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�,�XVHG�WR�µ
6KH�ZLJJOHG�D�ÀQJHU�DW�WKH�JURZLQJ�EUXLVH��DOUHDG\�D�UKDSVRG\�LQ�

VLFN�GLVFRORUDWLRQ��´5HDOO\"�<RX·G�QHYHU�JXHVV��:KDW�WKH�KHOO�LV�WKLV�
DERXW��0LNH"�:KDW�HQHPLHV�KDYH�\RX«�KDYH�ZH«�PDGH�ODWHO\"µ
´/HW�PH�PXOO� WKDW�µ� ,� VDLG�� ´0HDQWLPH�� EHWWHU� FDOO� 3DW�� WKHQ�

PDNH�XV�VRPH�FRIIHH�µ
´:RPDQ·V�ZRUN�QHYHU�EHLQJ�GRQH�µ
´,·P�QRW�FKDXYLQLVWLF��,·P�ZRXQGHG�µ
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´<RX·UH�D�ZRXQGHG�FKDXYLQLVW�µ
9HOGD�GLG�DOO�WKDW��JLYLQJ�3DW�WKH�EDVLF�IDFWV�EXW�DVNLQJ�KLP�WR�

FRPH�DORQH��6RRQ�VKH�DQG�,�ZHUH�VHDWHG�RQ�WKH�FRXFK�LQ�WKH�RXWHU�
RIÀFH��ZDLWLQJ�IRU�3DW��P\�IHHW�XS�RQ�D�FKDLU��KHUV�QLFHO\�FURVVHG��
DV� ZH� VLSSHG� FRIIHH³'XQNLQ·� 'RQXWV� VSHFLDO� EOHQG�� WKH� EHVW�
PHGLFLQH�WKLV�VLGH�RI �)RXU�5RVHV�
´:KDW� LI � WKLV� LVQ·W� D�new� HQHP\"µ� ,� DVNHG��0\� VKLUW�ZDV� VWLOO�

XQEXWWRQHG� DQG� ,� RFFDVLRQDOO\� UDQ� P\� ÀQJHUV� OLJKWO\� RYHU� WKH�
PDVVLYH�EUXLVH�
6KH�DUFKHG�DQ�H\HEURZ��´:HOO��\RX�KDYH�\RXU�VKDUH�RI �ROG�RQHV��

$Q\RQH�LQ�SDUWLFXODU"µ
,� VKRRN� P\� KHDG�� EXW� WKHQ� VRPHWKLQJ� FDPH� WR� PH�� -XVW�

FRQYHUVDWLRQDOO\��,�DVNHG�KHU��´<RX�VHH�WKDW�SLHFH�LQ�WKH�News last 
ZHHN"�$ERXW�WKH�5XG\�2ODI �FDVH�JHWWLQJ�D�IUHVK�ORRN"µ
´5XG\�2ODI«�ZK\�GR�,�NQRZ�WKDW�QDPH"�%XW��QR��,�GLGQ·W�VHH�

WKDW�SLHFH�µ
,� VKUXJJHG�� ´,W�ZDV� D� JORULÀHG� VTXLE��$QG� WKLV� JRHV� EDFN� WR�

EHIRUH�\RX�ZHUH�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�PH��,·G�MXVW�JRQH�LQWR�EXVLQHVV��3DW�
ZDV�ZDONLQJ�D�EHDW��7KLV�ZDV�ZD\��ZD\�EDFN��GROO��$W�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�µ
´0LNH��\RX·UH�WDONLQJ�IRUW\�\HDUV�DJR�µ
:LWK�D�QRG��,�VDLG��´,W�ZDV�WKH�FDVH�WKDW�PDGH�3DW�&KDPEHUV��

1RERG\�HYHU�EHFDPH�D�FDSWDLQ�TXLFNHU�RQ�WKH�1<3'��2I �FRXUVH��
nobody has stayed one longer«µ
6KH�VPLUNHG�DW�PH��´1R�FDSWDLQ�RI �KRPLFLGH�HYHU�KDG�D�EHVW�

IULHQG�OLNH�0LNH�+DPPHU�DV�DQ�DOEDWURVV�DURXQG�KLV�QHFN��HLWKHU�µ
´.LWWHQ�� WKDW·V� XQNLQG�� ,·YH�KHOSHG�3DW� FORVH�RXW� DOO� NLQGV�RI �

FDVHV�µ
´<HV��EXW�XVXDOO\�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�HQG�RI �\RXU�����µ
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,�ZDYHG�WKDW�RII��́ 7KDW�ZDV�WKH�ROG�GD\V��VXJDU��%XW�ZH·UH�WDONLQJ�
about the very�ROG�GD\V�ZLWK�5XG\�2ODI��+H�ZDV�D�NLG��OLNH�3DW�DQG�
PH«�ZHOO��KH�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�ROGHU�PD\EH��+H�ZDV�D�FRPEDW�YHWHUDQ��
(XURSHDQ�WKHDWHU��,�ZDV�LQ�WKH�3DFLÀF��DV�ZDV�3DW��:H�ERWK�OLHG�
DERXW�RXU�DJHV�WR�JHW�LQ��GLG�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW"µ
´,�PD\�KDYH�KHDUG�WKDW�D�FRXSOH�RI �WKRXVDQG�WLPHV��%XW�5XG\�

2ODI"�+H�PD\�EH�ROG�QHZV�WR�\RX��0LNH��EXW�KH·V�QHZ�QHZV�WR�PH�µ
,�VWDUHG�LQWR�QRWKLQJ�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��´/LNH�,�VDLG��LW�ZDV�WKH�FDVH�

WKDW�PDGH�3DW��VR�LW·V�DQ�HPEDUUDVVPHQW�WKDW�LW·V�EHLQJ�UH�H[DPLQHG�
DIWHU�DOO�WKLV�WLPH��)XQQ\�WKLQJ�LV��LW�ZDV�MXVW�GXPE�OXFN��:H�ZHUH�
VLWWLQJ� LQ� D�GLQHU� DIWHU�3DW�ÀQLVKHG�ZDONLQJ�KLV�EHDW�� VWLOO� LQ�KLV�
XQLIRUP��KDYLQJ�FRIIHH«�RI �FRXUVH��QRW�DV�JRRG�DV�WKLV��GROO�µ
´6NLS�WKH�VRIW�VRDS��:KDW�KDSSHQHG"µ
´7KH� PRVW� ZDQWHG� VXVSHFW� LQ� WRZQ� ZDQGHUHG� LQ�� 3DW� PDGH�

KLP� IURP�DQ�$3%�GHVFULSWLRQ� WKDW�KDG� JRQH� DURXQG� WR� DOO� WKH�
SUHFLQFWV��ZHQW�RYHU�IRU�D�IULHQGO\�FKDW�DQG�WKH�JX\�VDZ�DOO�WKDW�
EOXH�FRPLQJ�KLV�ZD\�DQG�PDGH�D�EUHDN�IRU�LW�µ
$́QG�\RX�GLGQ·W�MXVW�VKRRW�KLP"µ
´1R��3DW�WDFNOHG�KLP�RXW�RQ�WKH�VLGHZDON��0\�UROH�ZDV�VWULFWO\�

WR�ÀQG�D�FDOO�ER[�WR�SKRQH�LW�LQ�µ
´3DW�FRXOGQ·W�UDGLR�LW�LQ"µ
´9HO�� WKLV�ZDV� IRUW\�\HDUV�DJR��6WUHHW�FRSV�ZHUHQ·W�ZLUHG� LQWR�

SHUVRQDO� UDGLR� FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�� $Q\ZD\�� ,� PDGH� WKH� FDOO� DQG�
LQ�WZR�PLQXWHV�D�VTXDG�FDU�FDPH�RQ�WKH�VFHQH�DQG�WUDQVSRUWHG�
WKH� VXVSHFW��3DW�ZHQW�ZLWK� WKHP�� ,� VWD\HG�RXW�RI � LW� XQWLO� ,�ZDV�
UHTXHVWHG�WR�JLYH�D�VWDWHPHQW�ODWHU�µ
6KH�FRFNHG�KHU�KHDG�DQG�RQH�ZLQJ�RI �UDYHQ�KDLU�KXQJ�SUHWWLO\��

´:KDW�ZDV�2ODI �ZDQWHG�IRU"µ
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´0XOWLSOH�PXUGHUV��7RGD\�ZH·G�FDOO�KLP�D�VHULDO�NLOOHU��+H�KDG�
NQRFNHG�RII �QLQH�JX\V�ZKR�KDG�VWDJJHUHG�RXW�RI �VDORRQV��OXULQJ�
WKHP� LQWR� RGGEDOO� SODFHV�� VKRW� DQG� UREEHG� WKHP�� DOO� LQ� D� WZR�
PRQWK�SHULRG�µ
´6KRW�WKHP�GHDG"µ
$́V�KHOO��NLG�µ
9HOGD� GLGQ·W� QHHG� WKDW� QHZ� FRPSXWHU³VKH� KDG� D� PLQG� WKDW�

FRQWDLQHG� FRPSXWHU�OLNH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� ,� ZDWFKHG� KHU� H\HV� QDUURZ�
ZKLOH�KHU�VHQVRUV�VHDUFKHG�IRU�DQVZHUV�VKH�KDG�VWRUHG�DZD\��:KHQ�
WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�RQ�KHU�IDFH�XQORFNHG�,�NQHZ�VKH�KDG�ÀQDOO\�IRXQG�LW�
´7KH\�FDOOHG�LW�WKH�%RZHU\�%XP�VOD\LQJV�µ�VKH�VDLG�
,�QRGGHG��´7RGD\�LW�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�+RPHOHVV�+RPLFLGHV��EXW�D�

URVH�E\�DQ\�RWKHU�µ
She was frowning as the vague outlines of  a very old, notorious 

FDVH�WRRN�VKDSH�LQ�KHU�PLQG��´+H�NLOOHG�KLV�YLFWLPV��+RZ�GLG�WKH\�
HYHU�JHW�D�GHVFULSWLRQ�IRU�DQ�$3%"µ
´2Q� WKH� ODVW� NLOO�� D� NLG� VDZ�2ODI � FRPLQJ� XS� IURP� WKH� IURQW�

EDVHPHQW�VWDLUV�ZKHUH�KH·G�OHIW�KLV�ODWHVW�YLFWLP��.LG�UHFRJQL]HG�
2ODI �DV�D�JX\�IURP�D�WHQHPHQW�WZR�EORFNV�RYHU�µ
6KH�VTXLQWHG�DW�PH��WU\LQJ�WR�SXOO�DOO�WKLV�LQWR�IRFXV��́ :KDW�PDGH�

D�UDQGRP�FKDUDFWHU�FRPLQJ�XS�VRPH�EDVHPHQW�VWHSV�VXVSLFLRXV"µ
´7KH�NLG�KHDUG�WKH�JXQVKRW��2K��KH�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�WKDW·V�ZKDW�LW�

ZDV�DW�ÀUVW³LW�ZDV�MXVW�D�VRXQG��D�YHU\�PXWHG�pop�µ
$�VORZ�QRG�IURP�KHU� ´6R�WKH�JXQ�ZDV�VLOHQFHG�µ
´<HDK��%XW�LW�ZDV�ORXG�HQRXJK�IRU�WKH�NLG�WR�ZDLW�WLOO�WKH�JX\�

ZDV�RXW�RI �VLJKW�DQG�WKHQ�JR�GRZQ�WR�FKHFN�WKLQJV�RXW«µ
$́QG�ÀQG�D�IUHVK�ERG\�µ
´9HU\�GDPQ�IUHVK��7KH�NLG�ZDONHG�RYHU�WR�WKH�SUHFLQFW�KRXVH�
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DQG�WROG�WKH�VWRU\�WR�WKH�GHVN�VHUJHDQW��$�WHDP�KLW�WKH�VXVSHFW·V�
ÁRS��EXW�KH�ZDVQ·W�WKHUH��$�ZDUUDQW�ZDV�LVVXHG��WKH�FRSV�IRUFHG�
an entry, and inside, neatly arranged on a shelf, were four wallets, 
HDFK�RQH�EHORQJLQJ� WR� RQH�RI � WKH� GHDG� YLFWLPV��7KHUH�ZDV� QR�
HYLGHQFH�RI �D�JXQ�RU�D� VLOHQFHU��QR�PRQH\�HLWKHU��EXW� WKDW�ZDV�
HQRXJK�IRU�DQ�$3%�µ
6KH�SDXVHG�WR�VHDUFK�KHU�PHPRU\�VRPH�PRUH��WKHQ�VDLG�� $́QG�

LW�GLGQ·W�KLW�WKH�SDSHUV�WLOO�ODWHU��ULJKW"µ
´5LJKW��*RRG�UHFDOO��NLWWHQ��<HDK��LQ�WKRVH�GD\V�UHSRUWHUV�KDG�

VRPH�JRGGDPQ�VHQVH³QRW�WKDW�DQ\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDV�RIIHUHG�WR�
WKH�SUHVV��7ZR�GD\V�ODWHU��5XG\�2ODI �ZDONV�ULJKW�LQWR�3DW·V�DUPV�
ZLWK�PH�DV�D�ZLWQHVV�WR�D�TXLFN�DQG�FDUHIXO�DUUHVW�SURFHGXUH�µ
7KH�IURZQ�FUHDVHG�9HOGD·V�IRUHKHDG�DJDLQ��́ 2ODI �GLGQ·W�JHW�D�GHDWK�

VHQWHQFH��GLG�KH"�'HVSLWH�VR�PDQ\�PXUGHUV��,W�ZDV�OLIH��ZDVQ·W�LW"µ
´7KDW·V� ULJKW�µ�,� WROG�KHU��´*HQHUDO� IHHOLQJ�ZDV��KDG�WKH�FRSV�

ORFDWHG�WKH�JXQ��2ODI �ZRXOG�KDYH�JRWWHQ�WKH�KRW�VTXDW�DW�WKDW�ELJ�
HPSRULXP�RQ�WKH�+XGVRQ�µ
6KH�VPLUNHG�FXWHO\�DW�PH��´0LNH��\RX�KDYH�JRW�WR�VWRS�WDONLQJ�

OLNH�WKDW��3HRSOH�DUH�VWDUWLQJ�WR�ORRN�DW�\RX�IXQQ\�µ
´2ND\��H[FXVH�WKH�DUFKDLF�WHUPLQRORJ\��6LQJ�6LQJ�µ
´1R�FKDLU�WKHUH�QRZ�µ
´1R��7KH\�JR�WKH�OHWKDO�LQMHFWLRQ�URXWH��3URJUHVV�µ
9HOGD�JRW�XS��SDFHG�WKRXJKWIXOO\�D�OLWWOH��WKHQ�ZHQW�RYHU�WR�KHU�

GHVN�DQG�KLNHG�KHUVHOI �XS�RQ�WKH�HGJH�RI �LW��KHU�GUHVV�LQFKLQJ�XS�
KHU�WKLJKV��6KH�NQHZ�,�ZDV�ORRNLQJ�DQG�WXJJHG�LW�EDFN�LQ�SODFH�
´'RQ·W� JHW� DQ\� LGHDV�µ� VKH� VDLG� ZLWK� D� VRIW� ODXJK�� ´<RX·UH�

ZRXQGHG��UHPHPEHU�µ
´:RXQGHG��QRW�GHDG�µ�,�VDLG�TXLHWO\�
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´6XFK�D�IDPRXV�FDVH��DQG�D�VHULDO�NLOOHU«µ�6KH�VKRRN�KHU�KHDG��
WKH�GDUN�KDLU�VKLPPHULQJ��´,·P�VXUSULVHG�WKH�PHGLD�KDVQ·W�PDGH�
VRPHWKLQJ�RXW�RI �LW�EHLQJ�UH�RSHQHG�µ
´<RX� NQRZ� KRZ� LW� LV�� NLWWHQ��$Q\WKLQJ� QRW� HPDQDWLQJ� IURP�

:DVKLQJWRQ� RU� D� SODQH� EORZLQJ� DSDUW� IURP� D� WHUURULVW� DWWDFN�
RU�RQH�RI �RXU�HPEDVVLHV�RYHUVHDV�EHLQJ�KLW�ZLWK�D�FDU�ERPE�LV�
KDUGO\�QHZV�µ
,�OHDQHG�EDFN�LQ�P\�FKDLU�DQG�UDQ�P\�KDQG�RYHU�P\�FKHVW��7KH�

EUXLVH�PDUN� KDG� VSUHDG� IDUWKHU� WKDQ�P\� VWUHWFKHG� SDOP��1RZ�
WKH�EODFN�DQG�EOXH�GLVFRORUDWLRQ�KDG�VWUHDNV�RI � UHG�DQG�SXUSOH�
EHJLQQLQJ�WR�VKRZ�DQG�WKH�DFKH�VHHPHG�WR�FRPH�IURP�WKH�ULEV��
UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�ÁHVK�
´+XUW��ORYHU"µ�VKH�DVNHG�
´6WXSLG�TXHVWLRQ�µ
´6R�JHW�EDFN�WR�ROG�2ODI��$IWHU�IRUW\�\HDUV��HYHQ�D�PDVV�PXUGHUHU�

ZLWK�D�FOHDQ�QRVH�PLJKW�KDYH�D�VKRW�DW�SDUROH�µ
´%XW�2ODI � GRHVQ·W�ZDQW� SDUROH��+H�ZDV� HOLJLEOH� WZHQW\� \HDUV�

DJR��%XW�KH·V�QHYHU�FRSSHG�µ
´1HYHU�FRQIHVVHG"µ
´1RSH��+DYHQ·W�\RX�KHDUG"�+H·V�LQQRFHQW³OLNH�HYHU\ERG\�HOVH�

LQ�WKH�VODPPHU�µ
,� GLGQ·W� KDYH� WR� UHPLQG� KHU� WKDW� LQ� WKH� ODVW� IHZ� \HDUV�'1$�

WHVW� UHVXOWV�KDG�JRWWHQ�D� ORW�RI �ZURQJO\�FRQYLFWHG�SULVRQHUV�DQ�
RYHUGXH�ZDON�LQWR�WKH�IUHVK�DLU��7KH�VWLQN�IURP�D�UHYLHZ�RI �VRPH�
FDVHV�KDV�UHDOO\�PDGH�VRPH�QRWDEOHV�VTXLUP��VR�ZKHQ�2ODI ·V�FDPH�
XS��LW�ZDV�RQH�RI �WKRVH�´0DQ��OHW·V�JHW�KLP�RXW�RI �RXU�IDFHµ�MREV�

“But so what, Mike? They had a witness«µ
´2QH�ZLWQHVV³D�NLG�ZLWK�D�MXYLH�UHFRUG��$ERXW�WZR�\HDUV�ODWHU��



22

M I K E  H A M M E R

he gets set up on a robbery beef  and shoots his mouth off  to 
another inmate about getting Rudy Olaf  nailed for the sheer hell 
RI �LW��2U�DOPRVW�WKH�VKHHU�KHOO³2ODI �KDG�FXVVHG�KLP�RXW�RQ�WKH�
VWUHHW�RQH�WLPH�µ
6KH�JDYH�PH�D�GRXEWIXO�KDOI�VPLOH�� ´7KDW�GRHVQ·W� HYHQ�PDNH�

VHQVH��:K\�JR� WR� WKDW� WURXEOH�RYHU� VRPHERG\� MXVW� FXUVLQJ� \RX�
RXW"�$IWHU�ZKDW� WKH�NLG�FODLPHG�JRW� UHSRUWHG��KH�JRW� WDONHG� WR�
KDUG��ULJKW"�7R�VHH�LI �KLV�VWRU\�KHOG"µ
,� VKRRN� P\� KHDG�� ´1R�� 7KH� VWRU\� JRW� UHSRUWHG�� EXW� LW� ZDV�

VWULFWO\� KHDUVD\�� 7KDW� \RXQJ�ZLWQHVV� DJDLQVW� 5XG\�2ODI � GLHG� LQ�
SULVRQ��6KLY�LQ�WKH�VKRZHU��6DPH�ROG�VZHHW�VRQJ�µ
+HU� H\HEURZV� VKUXJJHG�� ´:HOO�� VRPH� VHFRQG�KDQG� UXPRU�

DWWULEXWHG�WR�D�GHDG�FRQ�LVQ·W�HQRXJK�WR�JHW�anybody�D�QHZ�WULDO�µ
´,W� GLGQ·W� VWRS�2ODI ·V� ODZ\HUV� IURP� WU\LQJ��$QG� WKDW� VHFRQG�

KDQG�VWDWHPHQW�ZHQW�RQ� WKH�UHFRUG�ERRN�DOO� WKRVH�\HDUV�DJR«�
DQG�LV�VWLOO�WKHUH�µ
7KLV�WLPH�KHU�IURZQ�ZDV�GHHS�HQRXJK�WR�ULVN�ZULQNOHV��́ 0LNH«�

VRPHWKLQJ�KDG�WR�KDYH�KDSSHQHG�UHFHQWO\�WR�JHW�WKH�FDVH�ORRNHG�
DW�DJDLQ�µ
´,W�KDV��6RPHERG\�RXW�RI �WKH�SDVW�VWHSSHG�XS�DQG�FRQIHVVHG�µ
$́IWHU�DOO�WKHVH�\HDUV"µ�+HU�YRLFH�ZDV�WLQJHG�ZLWK�DPD]HPHQW�
´+HQU\�%URJDQ��DQ�ROG�FURQ\�RI �2ODI ·V�ZKR�OLYHG�GRZQ�WKH�

VWUHHW� FDPH� LQ� RXW� RI � WKH� EOXH� DQG� FRSSHG�� 6DLG� KH·G� QHHGHG�
WKH� PRQH\� IRU� PHGLFDO� ELOOV³VHHPV� KH� KDG� D� YHU\� VLFN� NLG��
So Brogan started pulling these small robberies and killing his 
YLFWLPV� WR� VWRS� H\HZLWQHVV� LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�� 7KHQ� WKDW� NLG� ,'·G�
2ODI��DQG�%URJDQ�VHL]HG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\³KH�EHDW�WKH�FRSV�WR�
2ODI ·V�SDG�DQG�SODQWHG�WKH�ZDOOHWV�ZKHUH�WKH\·G�EH�HDVLO\�IRXQG�µ
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´+RZ�GLG�KH�JHW�LQWR�2ODI ·V�DSDUWPHQW"µ
´%URJDQ� NQHZ� ZKHUH�2ODI � KLG� KLV� NH\�� ,� WROG� \RX� WKH\� ZHUH�

FURQLHV��2ODI �KDG�QRWKLQJ�ZRUWK�VWHDOLQJ�XS�WKHUH��+H�RQO\�NHSW�
WKH�GRRU�ORFNHG�WR�NHHS�VRPHERG\�IURP�JHWWLQJ�WR�KLV�ZLQH�ERWWOH�µ
´3ULQWV�RQ�WKH�ZDOOHWV"µ
´%URJDQ�ZDV�VPDUW�HQRXJK�WR�ZLSH�KLV�RII �E\�VPXGJLQJ�WKHP�µ
6WLOO� IURZQLQJ�� VKH� DVNHG�� ´%XW� FRXOGQ·W� WKH� ODE� ER\V� ÀQG�

anything«"µ
´6RPH�WKLQJV�VOLS�E\�WKH�ERDUG��NLWWHQ�µ
“That slip took forty years�RXW�RI �2ODI ·V�OLIH�µ
,�JDYH�KHU�D�QDVW\�JULQ��´If�%URJDQ�LV�WHOOLQJ�WKH�WUXWK�µ
+HU�IURZQ�YDQLVKHG��´<RX�GRXEW�KLP"µ
“Why, Velda? Do you� OLNH�%URJDQ·V�VWRU\"�$�VLFN�NLG³7�%��� ,�

WKLQN�LW�ZDV³DQG�KH�GHFLGHV�WR�SD\�WKH�PHGLFV�E\�SXOOLQJ�D�VWULQJ�
RI �SHWW\�UREEHULHV�LQ�WKH�GDPQ�%RZHU\"�,I �\RX·UH�JRLQJ�WR�URE�
DQG�NLOO��GROO��LW·V�RQO\�D�EXV�RU�VXEZD\�ULGH�WR�3DUN�$YHQXH�µ
´6R�\RX�GRQ·W�EX\�2ODI ·V�LQQRFHQFH"µ
,� VQHHUHG� DW�KHU�� ´,Q� D�SLJ·V� DVV� ,�EX\� LW�� ,� IHHO� VRUU\� IRU�3DW�

KDYLQJ�WKLV�JHW�VWLUUHG�XS��WRZDUG�WKH�HQG�RI �D�ÀQH�FDUHHU�µ
7KDW� JRW� D� V\PSDWKHWLF� VHULHV� RI � QRGV� IURP� KHU�� ´6R� ZKDW�

KDSSHQV�QRZ"µ
´:DVWH�QR� WHDUV�RQ�5XG\�2ODI³KH�KDV�KLPVHOI � D�YHU\�KLJK�

SULFHG�FULPLQDO�ODZ\HU«�5XIXV�7RPOLQ�µ
+HU�H\HV�ZLGHQHG�IRU�D�PRPHQW��´%LJ�PHGLD�WLHV�WKHUH�µ
´%LJ�PRE�WLHV��WRR�µ
6KH�MXVW�VWDUHG�DW�PH�IRU�D�IHZ�VHFRQGV��´0DQ�RI �PLQH��\RX�MXVW�

JRW�VKRW��:LWQHVVLQJ�DQ�DUUHVW�IRUW\�\HDUV�DJR�GRHVQ·W�EX\�\RX�WKDW�
NLQG�RI �DWWHQWLRQ�µ
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´1RW�XQOHVV�WKHUH·V�DQ�DQJOH�,·P�PLVVLQJ�µ
´7KHQ�ZKR�VKRW�\RX��ROG�VROGLHU"µ
When my only answer was an eyebrow shrug, she slid off  the 

desk, got behind it, pulled a bottom drawer out, and withdrew a 
SDFNDJH��7KHQ�VKH�ORRNHG�RYHU�DW�PH�DQG�VPLOHG�D�WLOWHG�VPLOH�DQG�
FDPH�RYHU�DQG�KDQGHG�WKH�XQZUDSSHG�ER[�WR�PH��,�FRXOG�KDUGO\�
PRYH�P\�OHIW�DUP��VR�WRRN�LW�ZLWK�P\�ULJKW�
,W�ZDV�KHDY\��PXFK�KHDYLHU�WKDQ�\RXU�DYHUDJH�JLIW�LQ�D�ER[�RI �

PHGLXP� VL]H�� FRYHUHG� LQ� VLOYHU�DQG�ZKLWH� SDSHU�� DQG�ZKHQ� VKH�
saw me weighing it in my hand, she said, “That was going to be 
D�ZHGGLQJ�SUHVHQW��P\�GDUOLQJ«�EXW�,� WKLQN�\RX�PLJKW�QHHG� LW�
PRUH�QRZ�µ
6KH�GLGQ·W�KHOS�PH��6KH�OHW�PH�SHHO�WKH�ZUDSSLQJV�RII �LQ�D�FOXPV\�

ZD\�ZLWK�P\�ÀQJHUWLSV��VOLFH� WKH� WDSHG�HGJHV�ZLWK�D� WKXPEQDLO��
WKHQ�JHQWO\�OLIW�WKH�OLG�RII �WR�VHH�D�EHDXWLIXO�&ROW�����DXWRPDWLF��
LWV�EOXHG�PHWDO�WRWDOO\�QRQ�UHÁHFWLQJ�DV�LW�VKRXOG�EH��D�OLWWOH�OHWKDO�
GHYLFH�WKDW�FDPH�DOLYH�VROHO\�DW�WKH�GLVFUHWLRQ�RI �LWV�KDQGOHU��,W�KDG�
WKDW�IDLQW�VPHOO�RI �JXQ�RLO��DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�DOPRVW�DQ�DQDFKURQLVP�
among modern-day weapons, but a frightening and frighteningly 
HIIHFWLYH�SLHFH�RI �PDFKLQHU\�ZKHQ�LWV�PRXWK�ZDV�SRLQWHG�DW�\RX�
´<RX�WU\LQJ�WR�WHOO�PH�VRPHWKLQJ��NLG"µ
6KH�VPLOHG�ZLWK�SXUVHG�NLVV� OLSV�� WKHQ�QRGGHG��´,�GRQ·W�ZDQW�

\RX�GHDG��ORYHU�ER\��<RX�DUH�LQ�D�GDQJHURXV�EXVLQHVV�DQG�LI �DQ\�
more high-end hitters get paid to burn you, I want you to have a 
UHDVRQDEOH�DPRXQW�RI �SURWHFWLRQ�µ
´7KHUH·V�QRWKLQJ�ZURQJ�ZLWK�P\�ROG�SLHFH�µ
´<HDK"�7KHQ�ZK\�GRQ·W�\RX�ZHDU�LW�DQ\�PRUH"µ
´,W·V�MXVW�VXFK�D�ELJ�KXQN�RI �KHDY\�PHWDO�µ
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´+HDY\�PHWDO�LV�PXVLF��0LNH�µ
,�KHIWHG�WKH�QHZ�JXQ�LQ�P\�SDOP��´0XVLF�WR�P\�HDUV�ZKHQ�,·P�

ÀULQJ�WKH�GDPQ�WKLQJ��EXW³µ
´:HDU�WKDW�RQ�\RXU�ULJKW�VLGH�IRU�D�FKDQJH�µ�6KH�ZDV�QRW�DERXW�

WR�OHW�PH�RII �WKH�KRRN�
,�VDLG��´,·OO�WDNH�LW�XQGHU�DGYLVHPHQW«�*LYH�PH�\RXU�KDQG��/HIW�

RQH�µ
She gave me a puzzled look, but then slipped off  the desk, 

VKRZLQJ�RII �WKRVH�FODVVLF�JDPV�DJDLQ�� WKHQ�ZDQGHUHG�RYHU��6KH�
KHOG�KHU�KDQG�RXW� WR�PH� OLNH�D�SULQFHVV�GRLQJ�D� OR\DO� VXEMHFW�D�
JUHDW�KRQRU��,�WRRN�KHU�ÀQJHUWLSV�JHQWO\�
´,·YH�JRW�D�JLIW�IRU�\RX�WRR��EDE\�µ�,�VDLG��´EXW�QRZ·V�QRW�WKH�

WLPH��,·OO�MXVW�VD\�LW·V�D�EDQG�RI �JROG�ZLWK�VRPH�GLDPRQGV�DQG�LW�
PDWFKHV�XS�SHUIHFW�ZLWK�WKLV�WZR�NDUDW�QXPEHU��,·P�QRW�DERXW�WR�
GLH�EHIRUH�,�FDQ�JLYH�LW�WR�\RX�µ
:KHQ�VKH�VDW�LQ�P\�ODS�DQG�NLVVHG�PH��LW�GLGQ·W�KXUW�DW�DOO��DQG�

,�FRXOG�IHHO�WKH�KXQJHU�LQ�KHU�DQG�,�ZRQGHUHG�KRZ�,�KDG�OHW�DOO�
WKRVH�\HDUV�JR�E\�EHIRUH�ÀQDOO\�PDNLQJ�WKLV�SHUPDQHQW��DQG�WKH�
WZR�RI �XV�OHJDO�
6KH�ZKLVSHUHG� LQ�P\� HDU�� ´6RPHERG\�KDV� D� FRQWUDFW� RXW� RQ�

\RX��P\�GHDU�µ
1RW�H[DFWO\�VZHHW�QRWKLQJV�
´,�NQRZ�µ�,�VDLG�
´7KLV�LV�QR�ORFDO�VKRRWHU��HLWKHU�µ
´<HDK��DQG�,�ZDONHG�VWUDLJKW�LQWR�LW��'XPE�µ
6KH�VOLSSHG�RII �P\�ODS�DQG�VDW�EHVLGH�PH��́ 0LNH«�KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�

H[SHFWHG�\RX�WR�EH�FDUU\LQJ��<RX�KDYH�D�:\DWW�(DUS�UHSXWDWLRQ�
DQG�QR�SUR�LV�JRLQJ�WR�RYHUORRN�WKDW��+H�FRXOG�H[SHFW�\RX�WR�EH�
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RQH�KHDY\�WDUJHW�WR�SXW�GRZQ��VR�KH�ZDV�UHDG\�IRU�DQ\WKLQJ�µ
´7KH�JX\�GLG�KLV�KRPHZRUN��VZHHWLH��+H�ZRXOG�KDYH�NQRZQ�,�

ZDV�VWLOO�UHFRYHULQJ�IURP�EHLQJ�VKRW�µ
´&RPH�RQ��\RX�FDQ�VWLOO�PRYH��<RXU�UHS�VDYHG�\RX��0LNH³KH�

GLGQ·W� VWLFN� DURXQG� WR� FRQÀUP� WKH� NLOO�� EHFDXVH� LI � \RX�ZHUHQ·W�
GHDG��KH�ZRXOG�EH�µ
´2QFH�XSRQ�D�WLPH��PD\EH�µ
´1R�PD\EH�DERXW�LW��%XW�VWRS�VNDWLQJ�RQ�\RXU�UHS��0LNH��<RX�

KDYH�D�FRQFHDO�DQG�FDUU\�SHUPLW��8VH�LW�µ
,�JRW�XS�DQG�VWDUWHG�EXWWRQLQJ�WKH�VKLUW��´:KDW�JHWV�PH�LV�why��

:KDW�JRRG�ZRXOG�,�EH�GHDG"µ
9HOGD�UHWULHYHG�P\�WLH�DQG�VOLSSHG�LW�RYHU�P\�KHDG��WXFNLQJ�LW�XQGHU�

P\�FROODU��´(LJKW\�QLQH�ELOOLRQ�EXFNV�LV�D�JRRG�why��0U��+DPPHU�µ
“Eighty-nine billion dollars is a good reason not�WR�NLOO�PH��GROO�µ
“Not if  somebody else knows where that hoard is stashed, too, 

P\�ORYH�µ
,�QRGGHG��,Q�WKDW�FDVH��HLJKW\�QLQH�ELOOLRQ�GROODUV�PDGH�RQH�KHOO�

of  a good why��1DWLRQV�ZRXOG�JR�WR�ZDU�IRU�WKDW�NLQG�RI �ORRW��VR�
HOLPLQDWLQJ�RQH�SHUVRQ�VKRXOG�EH�D�VLPSOH�HQRXJK�PDWWHU�
%XW�ZKR�EHVLGHV�9HOGD�DQG�PH�FRXOG�NQRZ�WKDW�D�FHUWDLQ�UHWLUHPHQW�

DJH�3�,��KDG�D�VWDVK�WKDW�VL]H�WXFNHG�DZD\�LQ�D�PRXQWDLQVLGH"




